Surgeon to the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford.
am exceedingly pleased and honoured to welcome to-day as my guests.
With regard to the subject of my address, I wish to say something to you of the progress of surgery which has occurred in the last twenty-five years, during which time I have watched it with continuous pleasure and interest. Never in the last two thousand years has surgery progressed so rapidly; and this is not due simply to gradual general all-round improvements, but entirely to the influence of one man, whose name will be handed down, and referred to as we now refer to Harvey and Hunter, That man is, of course, Sir Joseph Lister, and it is to his work and its results that I wish to ask you to look for a little.
When Lister commenced his work the occurrence of septicaemia, pyaemia, erysipelas, and hospital gangrene were constant factors with which the surgeon had to reckon. Such complications were always recurring in his cases, and the fear of their occurrence with fatal result prevented him from attempting many operations altogether. If 
